
SOME FACTS ABOUT MARTIN LUTHER, THE 
ORIGINATOR OF PROTESTANT “CHRISTIANITY” 

 
Protestantism originated with Martin Luther (1483-1546), an ex-Catholic.  Even though 
Protestants would contend that they follow “true biblical Christianity,” and not a man, they 
are inclined to defend Martin Luther.  This is because Martin Luther was the first 
identifiable spokesman for their version of “Christianity.”  Prior to his separation from the 
Catholic Church in 1520, there was no public defender of what we now know to be 
Protestantism, the core doctrines of which are justification by faith alone and Scripture 
alone.   
 
Even though Luther is the central figure in the history of Protestantism, few Protestants 
know much about him, or about how he came upon his beliefs.  I invite the reader to 
consider the following facts. 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER MARTIN LUTHER’S TRULY MAN-MADE JOURNEY TO 
PROTESTANTISM  

 
Martin Luther was born in 1483 and baptized as a Catholic the next day.  He entered an 
Augustinian Catholic friary in 1505, and was ordained a Catholic priest in 1507.  Therefore, 
as a young professing Catholic priest, Protestantism was unknown to Martin Luther and 
indeed to the rest of the Christian world.    
 
On Oct. 31, 1517, Martin Luther tacked his famous 95 Theses on the church door in 
Wittenberg, Germany.  Most Protestants today cite this date as the beginning of the 
Protestant “reformation.”  They think this represented Luther’s public stand for the 
Protestant faith, for “true and biblical Christianity.”  What they don’t know is that Martin 
Luther’s famous 95 Theses acknowledged the office of the pope more than 20 times.  At 
the time of the posting of the Theses – and indeed before it and for some time afterwards – 
Luther claimed to be a Catholic priest and monk.  In his 95 Theses, Luther clearly 
acknowledges the office of the Pope as instituted by Christ, although he detracts from its 
dignity and powers in the matter of Indulgences.   
 
The formal title for his 95 Theses is the Disputation of Doctor Martin Luther on the Power 
and Efficacy of Indulgences, Oct. 31, 1517.  In addition to acknowledging the pope, 
numbers 25-29 of the Theses acknowledge Purgatory.  Luther acknowledges the existence 
of Purgatory, although he departs from Catholic teaching in what he says about it.  Luther 
also declares his belief in Indulgences, although he contradicts traditional Catholic doctrine 
on the issue.  The following is typical of the contradictions exhibited by Luther.   
 

#71 of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses, Oct. 31, 1517: “Let him be anathema and 
accursed who denies the apostolic character of the indulgences.” 

 
The point here is that even on Oct. 31, 1517, the Protestant “faith” was still unknown 
to Martin Luther and indeed to the rest of the Christian world.  There was no statement 
about justification by faith alone or Scripture alone; there was as yet no repudiation of the 
papal office or many other Catholic dogmas which Protestants today would reject.  What 
you have, at this point, is a confused and convoluted priest who, while claiming to be 
Catholic, was clearly falling from the traditional Catholic faith into his own wild version of 
it (especially with regard to Indulgences).  He was no Protestant.  Even at this point, the so-
called biblical “faith” was unknown to its eventual founder.   
 
In 1518, Luther published a Sermon on Indulgences and Grace, in which he attacked the 
traditional way of dividing Penance into contrition, confession and satisfaction (Dr. Ludwig 
Pastor, History of the Popes, Vol. 7, pp. 355-356).  Luther claimed it was not found in Holy 
Scripture.  This, along with Luther’s contradiction of traditional Catholic teaching on 
Indulgences, prompted the Church to summon him to Rome for an investigation.  (It should 
be noted that there were indeed some abuses by Church men on Indulgences.  Such abuses 
represented a departure from Catholic teaching on the matter.  Indulgences cannot be 
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bought.  Occasional abuses in this area – which were committed by a few Church men of a 
world-wide Church – in no way justify repudiating the traditional teaching.  This teaching 
on Indulgences is rooted in the treasury of the merits of Jesus Christ and the saints, and the 
power of the keys given to St. Peter.  According to Catholic teaching, Indulgences are given 
for certain specified good works or pious actions (such as prayers, etc.).  They remove only 
the temporal punishment of already forgiven sins.  They are not, as Protestants would 
suggest, a means to buy one’s way into Heaven.)  
 
At the beginning of July 1518, Luther is presented with an official summons to appear in 
Rome and give an accounting of his doctrines.  While maintaining his new (and heretical) 
views on Indulgences and Penance, Luther claims “that the Roman Church has always 
maintained the true faith, and that it is necessary for all Christians to be in unity of 
faith with her.” (Dr. Ludwig Pastor, History of the Popes, Vol. 7, p. 366.)  That means 
that, even after having been summoned to Rome to answer for his new ideas, Luther 
professes that the Roman Church (the Roman Catholic Church) has the true faith.  At this 
point, Luther is undoubtedly drifting into his own personalized view of “Christianity”; but 
he is still no Protestant, as his statement about the Roman Church demonstrates.  The so-
called pure, simple and “biblical faith” was still unknown to its eventual founder in July of 
1518. 
 
As Luther’s influence spread, and his commitment to new ideas hardened, the actions 
against him increased.  Pope Leo X dispatched the learned Cardinal Cajetan to handle the 
case.  Cajetan was to examine the situation and, if possible, get through to Luther.  This 
occurred in the fall of 1518, but Luther remained obstinate.  Despite his commitment to his 
new ideas, Luther declared the following at one of these interviews: “The notary read out a 
declaration on behalf of Luther, that as far as he could remember he [Luther] had never 
taught anything against Holy Scripture, the doctrines of the Church, the Papal 
decretals [decrees of the popes], or sound reason.  But as he was a man subject to error, he 
submitted himself to the decisions of the Holy Church and to all who knew better than he 
did.” (Dr. Ludwig Pastor, History of the Popes, Vol. 7, p. 373.)   
 
Once again, we see that Luther claims fidelity to papal teaching and to all of Catholic 
doctrine.  He also appeals specifically to the pope, and expresses his willingness to retract if 
the pope decided against him (Ibid., pp. 375, 377).  The so-called “biblical faith” 
(Protestantism) was still unknown to its eventual founder. 
 
Not long after his meetings with Cajetan in November of 1518, Luther’s views underwent 
another significant development.  He came to the conclusion that the pope, to whose 
decrees he had just claimed submission, is the antichrist.  He writes: “I send you my trifling 
work that you may see whether I am not right in supposing that, according to Paul, the real 
Antichrist holds sway over the Roman court.” (De Wette, I., 192; Enders I., 317; Pastor, 
Vol. 7, pp. 378-379.)  Numerous utterances from this time show that Luther had “fully 
formulated his proposition that the pope was antichrist.”  
 
Yet, at this very time that he was calling the pope “the Antichrist,” Luther appealed to 
a general council from the pope (Luther’s works, Weimar ed., II., 36 seq.).  In other words, 
Luther considered the decisions of general councils to be definitive and authoritative.  This 
of course contradicts one of the pillars of Protestantism: Scripture alone.   
 
Therefore, even at the point that Luther had firmly set his face against the Papacy as 
“the Antichrist,” he still hadn’t discovered Protestantism.  The so-called “biblical faith” 
was still unknown to its eventual founder.  One should consider this fact deeply; for it 
demonstrates that whenever Luther did come up with Protestantism, it was nothing more 
than the creation of a confused mind. 
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THESE FACTS DEMONSTRATE THAT ALL PROTESTANTS HAVE EMBRACED A 

PURELY MAN-CREATED RELIGION, WHICH LUTHER WAS INVENTING AND 
RE-INVENTING BY THE DAY 

 
The true faith of Jesus Christ is a deposit.  It does not fall out of the sky to a man who lives 
15 centuries after Christ.  It was revealed by Jesus Christ to His Apostles 2000 years ago, 
and it was passed on by the Apostles to the Church. 

 
Jude 1:3- “… it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye 
should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints.” 

 
The true faith thus has a historical link to the apostolic Church; and it can be shown to have 
been believed by those who came before in the Church.  It is passed on from generation to 
generation.  Martin Luther grew up with the Catholic faith.  Protestantism was unknown to 
him as a child; it was unknown to him as a priest; it was unknown to him when he posted 
his 95 Theses, and even when he first called the pope the Antichrist and was appealing to a 
general council.  At some point, indeed, Martin Luther came up with Protestantism, and his 
conclusions had no link with his predecessors or even with what he had said or believed 
before.  They were truly the inventions and “discoveries” of a man, Martin Luther.   
 
Protestants have thus submitted themselves to a system which Martin Luther came up with 
among the rest of his contradictory and ever-changing views.  These “discoveries” include 
the idea that man is justified by faith alone, which word for word contradicts the teaching of 
the Bible (James 2:24) – a contradiction so blatant that Luther felt compelled to criticize the 
book of James because it contradicted him.  In fact, Luther wanted to throw James out of 
the Bible and into the stove (i.e., the fire), until his friends persuaded him that such a move 
would be too radical.   
 

OUTRAGEOUS ACTIONS AND QUOTES OF MARTIN LUTHER – 
 HE CRITICIZES THE BOOK OF JAMES 

 
Martin Luther, Preface to the New Testament, 1522: “Therefore St. James’ epistle 
is really an epistle of straw, compared to these others, for it has nothing of the 
nature of the gospel about it.” 

 
Here we see the apostate priest, Martin Luther, denigrating the Book of James because it 
contradicts his new idea of justification by faith alone. 

 
Martin Luther, The Licentiate Examination of Heinrich Schmedenstede, July 7, 
1542: “That epistle of James gives us much trouble, for the papists embrace it 
alone and leave out all the rest.  Up to this point I have been accustomed just to 
deal with and interpret it according to the sense of the rest of the Scriptures.  For 
you will judge that none of it must be set forth contrary to manifest Holy 
Scripture.  Accordingly, if they will not admit my interpretations, then I shall 
make rubble also of it.  I almost feel like throwing Jimmy into the stove, as the 
priest in Kalenberg did.” 

 
Martin Luther even added the word “alone” to Romans 3:28 in his German translation of 
the Bible.  He made it say “faith alone,” when that is not in the text or what it means. 
 
MARTIN LUTHER SAID A MAN COULD COMMIT FORNICATION AND MURDER 

1000 TIMES A DAY AND NOT LOSE HIS JUSTIFICATION 
 
Martin Luther also said that a man could commit fornication and murder 1000 times a day 
and would not lose his justification.  He said this to express his doctrine of justification by 
faith alone: that is, no matter how much a person sins, he is still saved as long as he 
believes (by faith alone).  In the same context, he declared: “be a sinner and sin boldly.”  
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The authenticity of these quotes is not disputed, but openly admitted by Protestant 
defenders of Luther. 
 

Martin Luther, Letter to Melanchthon, August 1, 1521: “If you are a preacher of 
grace, then preach a true and not a fictitious grace; if grace is true, you must bear a 
true and not a fictitious sin.  God does not save people who are only fictitious 
sinners.  Be a sinner and sin boldly, but believe and rejoice in Christ even 
more boldly, for he is victorious over sin, death, and the world.  As long as we are 
here [in this world] we have to sin.  This life is not the dwelling place of 
righteousness, but, as Peter says, we look for new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells.  It is enough that by the riches of God’s glory we 
have come to know the Lamb that takes away the sin of the world.  No sin will 
separate us from the Lamb, even though we commit fornication and murder a 
thousand times a day.  Do you think that the purchase price that was paid for the 
redemption of our sins by so great a Lamb is too small?  Pray boldly—you too are 
a mighty sinner.” 

 
As mentioned previously, the true faith is a deposit.  It doesn’t fall out of the sky for the 
first time to a man who lives 1500 years after Christ, and it doesn’t come from the abyss 
below – as Martin Luther’s teachings on justification, fornication and murder do. 
 

LUTHER’S PREOCCUPATION WITH THE DEVIL AND CRUDE SUBJECTS 
 
Martin Luther also had a preoccupation with the Devil, with the bathroom, and with matters 
one can only call disgusting.  Even Protestant scholars have noted that Luther’s fascination 
with crude subjects is disquieting.  He admittedly had much interaction with the Devil.  
“These [demons] would haunt the imagination of Martin Luther who had visions, which he 
believed to be actual physical occurrences, of the devil hurling [excrement] at him and his 
hurling it back.  Indeed, in one of his many anal combats with the devil – in which Luther 
would challenge the devil to ‘lick’ his posterior – Luther thought the best tactic might be to 
‘throw him into my anus, where he belongs.’” (H.W. Crocker, Triumph, Roseville, CA: 
Prima Publishing, 2001, p. 237.)  After he had come to his position against the Papacy, 
Luther called the “Papal decretals the Devil’s excretals.”  He also said that the pope and 
cardinals should be killed, and that he and his supporters should wash their “hands in their 
blood.” (Pastor, History of the Popes, Vol. 7, p. 393.) 
 
Luther claims that he came up with justification by faith alone while on the toilet.  He 
claims that it came as “knowledge the Holy Spirit gave me on the privy in the tower.” 
(Quoted in William Manchester, A World Lit only By Fire: The Medieval Mind and the 
Renaissance Little Brown & Co., 1993, p. 140.)  In fact, Luther’s idea that people need to 
commit real and “honest” sins seems to have originated from a conversation with the Devil.  
This is from Luther’s Table Talk. 

 
"[Luther said:] When I awoke last night, the Devil came and wanted to debate with 
me; he rebuked and reproached me, arguing that I was a sinner.  To this I replied: 
Tell me something new, Devil!  I already know that perfectly well; I have 
committed many a solid and real sin.  Indeed there must be good honest sins - 
not fabricated and invented ones - for God to forgive for God's beloved Son's sake, 
who took all of my sins upon Him so that now the sins I have committed are no 
longer mine but belong to Christ.  This wonderful gift of God I am not prepared to 
deny, but want to acknowledge and confess." 

 
With these facts in mind, it should be quite clear how those who followed Luther’s eventual 
conclusions (the core of which are faith alone and Scripture alone) are simply following 
the machinations, inventions and discoveries of a man.  They are following the 
inventions of a man who was guided and used by the Devil to create a false version of 
“Christianity” which would lead countless people astray. 
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25,000 DIFFERENT NON-CATHOLIC 
DENOMINATIONS – DOCTRINAL CHAOS IS 
THE BAD FRUIT OF MAN-MADE RELIGION 

 
2 Peter 2:1- “But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there 
shall be among you lying teachers, who shall bring in sects of perdition, and 
deny the Lord who bought them: bringing upon themselves swift destruction.” 

 
Following Martin Luther’s excommunication from the Catholic Church in 1520, which 
marked the beginning of the Protestant movement, over 20,000 different denominations 
have been created in about 500 years.  In 1980, David A. Barrett’s World Christian 
Encyclopedia (Oxford University Press) gave the number of different denominations 
as 20,780.  He projected that there would be 22,190 denominations by 1985. 
 
This would mean that there are approximately 25,000 (or possibly 30,000) different 
denominations today.  Even if, for the sake of argument, one were to take a conservative 
estimate, and give the number as only 15,000 different denominations, this equates to more 
than one new sect having been created every two weeks. 
 
When we consider the fact that the original founders of Protestantism didn’t even agree 
with each other on major points of doctrine, such denominational chaos shouldn’t be a 
surprise.  Protestantism is man-made religion, in which each person ultimately determines 
for himself what he thinks the Bible teaches.  Martin Luther (the initiator of Protestantism) 
condemned the doctrinal views of John Calvin and Huldrych Zwingli, two other leading 
Protestant figures.  They all claimed to follow the Bible. 
 
Basically all of these thousands of non-Catholic sects purport to be Christian and claim to 
follow the Bible, even though they disagree with each other on crucial doctrinal matters, 
such as: the precise nature of justification; whether human works and sins are a part of 
salvation; whether men have free will; predestination; whether infants need baptism for 
salvation; what Communion is; whether it’s necessary to confess to the Lord; which books 
of the New Testament apply to us today; the structure of the Church’s hierarchy; the role of 
bishops and ministers; the Sabbath; the role of women in church; etc. ad nauseam.  Most of 
these groups even claim that the individual “Christian” will be led by the Holy Spirit when 
privately reading the Bible.  The disunity of these sects constitutes an irrefutable proof that 
their doctrine is not of the Spirit of Truth; and that their principle of operation (i.e.., 
Scripture alone apart from the Church and Tradition) is not the doctrine of the Bible and the 
Apostles.  
 

Ephesians 4:4-5- “One body and one Spirit; as you are called in one hope of your 
calling.  One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 

 
HOW OLD IS YOUR CHURCH? 

 
If you are a Lutheran, your religion was founded by Martin Luther, an ex-monk of the 
Catholic Church, in approximately 1520. 
 
If you belong to the Church of England, your religion was founded by King Henry VIII (an 
ex-Catholic) in the year 1534.  Henry VIII decided to create his own church when Pope 
Clement VII would not grant him a divorce with the right to remarry. 
 
If you are a Mennonite, Menno Simons (an ex-Catholic) created your religion in 1536. 
 
If you are a Presbyterian, John Knox (an ex-Catholic) founded your sect in Scotland in the 
year 1560. 
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If you are a Congregationalist, your religion began with Robert Brown in Holland in 1582. 
 
If you are a Baptist, John Smyth created your sect in Amsterdam in 1605. 
 
If you are of the Dutch Reformed church, your church began with Michaelis Jones in New 
York in 1628. 
 
If you are a Quaker, your religion began with George Fox in 1652. 
 
If you are a Protestant Episcopalian, Samuel Seabury created your sect in the American 
colonies in the 17th century, as an offshoot of the Church of England. 
 
If you are Amish, Jacob Amman created your religion in 1693, as an offshoot of the 
Mennonites. 
 
If you are a Methodist, your religion was launched by John and Charles Wesley in England 
in 1744. 
 
If you are a Unitarian, Theophilus Lindley founded your sect in London in 1774. 
 
If you are a Mormon (“Latter Day Saints”), your religion comes from Joseph Smith, who 
revealed it in Palmyra, N.Y. in 1829. 
 
If you are a Seventh Day Adventist, your religion was created by Ellen White in 1860. 
 
If you worship with the Salvation Army, William Booth started your sect in London in 
1865. 
 
If you are of the “Jehovah’s Witnesses,” your beliefs came from Charles Taze Russell in 
1872. 
 
If you are a “Christian Scientist,” Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy devised your religion in 1879. 
 
If you belong to one of the religious organizations known as “Church of the Nazarene," 
"Pentecostal Gospel," "Holiness Church," "Pilgrim Holiness Church," “Assemblies of 
God,” “United Church of Christ,” etc., your religion is one of the thousands of new sects 
founded by men in the last century. 
 
If you are Catholic, you know that your religion was founded in the year 33 by Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, true God and true man; and that this one Church, to which people must 
belong to be saved, will exist until the end of time. 
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